
The Oireachtas has been criticised for asking suppliers to quote
prices for fish for its restaurants from as far away as New
Zealand, southeast Asia and America.

A request for tender (RFT) document, published this summer,
states the Oireachtas is seeking supplies of panga, hoki, red
snapper and Boston prawns — all caught outside Irish waters.

This has angered Irish fishermen, who say they are facing a
further loss of quotas while some of the national whitefish fleet
is subject to a voluntary decommissioning scheme.

The fish will be served in the restaurants of Leinster House to
politicians and Oireachtas sta�. Panga is farmed in the Mekong
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delta of Vietnam, while hoki tends to swim o� the coast of New
Zealand and Australia, and red snapper is usually imported
from America.

In the RFT document, the Oireachtas has indicated it is
interested in twice the number of Boston prawns as Irish-
caught Dublin Bay prawns. The contract will be worth more
than €1 million if it runs across three years.

ADVERTISEMENT

Patrick Murphy, chief executive of the Irish South and West Fish
Producers’ Organisation, said that it “beggars belief” that fish
from the other side of the world would be prioritised after the
government just agreed to a 25 per cent reduction in
agricultural emissions by 2030.

“Look at the carbon miles — the carbon footprint would be
astronomical,” he said.



“We have a minister talking about how important it is to
decarbonise the planet, and then he can sit down to a feed of
fish from New Zealand or from Boston in the Dail restaurant.”

Although four of the items on the list can be caught only outside
Ireland, other items listed are more likely to be sourced by
suppliers from countries such as Iceland and Norway, where
they are cheaper.

The Oireachtas said this weekend it had not made a
commitment to buying everything on the RFT.

It said the request for expressions of interest was to get
information on prices in case it ran out of a certain item, or if a
particular foodstu� became unavailable because of inflation or
supply chain issues.

It added that the Boston prawns, more commonly known as
shrimp, could be substituted for Dublin Bay prawns — which are
not necessarily from Dublin — depending on price and value for
money.

Kevin Flannery, a marine biologist, questioned why Boston
prawns were being favoured over prawns caught in Irish waters.
“Hake could also easily be used instead of hoki,” he said. “If you
go through the list fish by fish, there is a strong possibility a lot
could come in from Norway or Iceland.”

More seafood may be sourced from Vietnam
ALAMY



ADVERTISEMENT

The list includes 10kg of Dublin Bay prawns, compared with
20kg of Boston prawns. It also includes 205kg of quick-frozen
prawns, which Flannery said could come from Vietnam or
Thailand.

“We export around 80 per cent of our fish. We’re keeping the
high tables of Europe going between lobster and hake and
monkfish and mackerel. Why isn’t that good enough for the
Houses of the Oireachtas?” he asked.

Murphy claimed the tender, worth €350,000 a year, was
“indicative of the insensitivity” of the government to the threat
to fishermen’s livelihoods.

“Our industry is on its knees, and if we can’t get the houses of
our parliaments to realise that and stand up for their own, what
hope do we have?”

The Oireachtas said its RFT would take into account the carbon
footprint of the fish served in the Leinster House restaurant.

The document includes a clause on environment sustainability,
saying it will favour suppliers that make a commitment to “the
reduction of the impact of certain plastic products on the
environment”.
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Nothing too good for the politicians.
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S Sam Lewham · 1 DAY AGO

Surely it doesn’t make sense for government to encourage 
overfishing from its waters when all the evidence shows that that 
would accelerate their decline further?
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The overwhelming majority of Fish stocks fished and caught 
in Irish Waters is caught in accordance with MSY - in other 
words at wholly sustainable levels of catch. A very small 
number of species are not caught in accordance with MSY 
(maximum sustainable yield) including, primarily, Cod 
which has migrated north to the colder waters of Iceland, 
Greenland and north of the Faroes as the temperature of 
waters around Ireland rises. None of the Irish fish species 
that could and should be served in the Houses of the 
Oireachtas are species that are caught at above MSY levels in 
Irish Waters. In other words, there's not the slightest risk to 
these Fish Stocks in Irish Waters but the fact that our 
legislators are seeking that they should procure and eat fish 
species caught in New Zealand and American waters beggars 
belief and goes to show exactly why our Fishing industry is 
on its knees.
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S Stephen Dedalus · 1 DAY AGO

The menu should be sustainable fish from Ireland.
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O Olive leroux · 15 HOURS AGO

Panga disappeared from our local supermarkets in France after a 
TV documentary showing human e�uent going straight into the 
fish pens in the Mekon delta. N Leroux
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R Rasputinish · 8 MINUTES AGO

I'm very sure that many of our Legislators wouldn't care nor 
ever even notice the di�erence!
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F Flintshire Ian · 18 HOURS AGO

The RFT has to follow EU rules. There is nothing to get excited 
about at this stage in the procurement process.
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R Rasputinish · 2 MINUTES AGO

EU Rules do not require Public Tenders to seek tenders for 
fish species that live in US or New Zealand Waters. Even 
more to the point: EU Rules do not require our Legislators to 
seek Tenders from suppliers of farmed fish species coming 
from Vietnam, Thailand and other areas of SE Asia. Our 
Legislators for fully entitled to seek Tenders for Fish species 
caught in the wild in Irish waters. Chances are that if we 
procure Hake or Haddock or Monkfish from French and 
Spanish processors, that fish will have been caught in Irish 
Waters.
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